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8. COUNTRYSIDE AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Policy EEG6: Local Green Spaces 
Purpose 
8.1. Protecting green spaces was revealed as a top priority for residents in the engagement 

process for the Neighbourhood Plan. This policy seeks to designate a series of Local Green 
Spaces that are demonstrably special, so that they can be safeguarded for future generations.  

Justification 
8.2. The NPPF gives neighbourhood plans the opportunity to designate Local Green Spaces which 

are of particular importance to the community. This gives protection from development 
except in very special circumstances. Paragraph 100 of the NPPF says that Local Green Spaces 
should only be designated: 

x “where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;” 

x “where the green area is demonstrably special to the local community and hold 
particular local significance, for example  because of its beauty, historic significance, 
recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;”  

x “where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of 
land.”   

8.3. Planning Policy Guidance adds:  

x “If land is already protected by designation, then consideration should be given to 
whether any additional local benefit would be gained by designation as Local Green 
Space15”.  

8.4. It is important to safeguard existing space while seeking out opportunities for additional spaces. 
Many of the green spaces identified as important by the local community are already afforded 
protection, often because they are in the Green Belt.  The following seven areas, as shown in 
Figures 8.1 and 8.2, are valued green spaces and considered to fulfil all of the criteria of the 
NPPF and are thus designated as Local Green Spaces (see Appendix B for further detail on how 
each space meets the Local Green Space criteria): 
 

1. Deblins/Bull’s Head Green  
2. Ewhurst Green (Cricket Ground and meadow) 
3. Ellens Green Common 
4. Ewhurst Allotments  
5. The Recreation Ground 
6. Downhurst Road playground 
7. Churchyard and cemetery 

 

 
15 Planning Practice Guidance ref: 37-011-20140306  
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Figure 8.1: Local Green Spaces (parish-wide)
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Figure 8.2: Local Green Spaces (inset) 
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POLICY EEG6: LOCAL GREEN SPACES 
 
The following seven green spaces, defined on the Policies Map, are designated as Local Green 
Spaces: 
 

1. Deblins/Bull’s Head Green  
2. Ewhurst Green (Cricket Ground and meadow) 
3. Ellens Green Common 
4. Ewhurst Allotments  
5. The Recreation Ground 
6. Downhurst Road playground 
7. Churchyard and cemetery 

Local policy for managing development on a local green space should be consistent with policy 
for green belt; proposals for development on local green spaces will not be supported unless 
they conform with national policy guidelines. 
Conformity reference: NP Objective: 4; LPP1: lRC1; LPP2: DM19; NPPF: 99, 100, 101, 145, 146 

 

 
Policy EEG7: Green Infrastructure Network and delivering biodiversity net 
gain 
Purpose 
8.5. The NPPF states that plans should seek to protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity 

including by identifying and mapping habitats and networks.  
 

8.6. Policy EEG7 seeks to ensure that the multiple benefits of green spaces – including their 
importance in combating pressure on wildlife, habitats, biodiversity and geodiversity and in off-
setting the effects of air pollution - are recognised and enhanced. This applies particularly where 
individual spaces have a greater collective value as part of wider chains of green infrastructure. 
This will serve to support the requirement to conserve and, where possible, provide a net gain 
in biodiversity through planning policy whilst accommodating sustainable development. 

 
Justification 
8.7. The local community places great value on the green and natural environment of the Parish: 

93.7% of respondents supported the need to retain and improve the rich biodiversity and rural 
setting of the parish, both within the more built-up areas and in the surrounding countryside. It 
is valued not only for its intrinsic qualities and contribution to sustainability but also because it 
makes the area an attractive and pleasant place to live and work.  
 

8.8. Although not unique to this part of Surrey, the green and natural environment of the area is of 
an exceptional and varied quality, providing a range of habitats for fauna and flora, attractive 
landscape and views and pleasant areas for leisure and recreational pursuits.  
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8.9. Table 8.1 shows the parts of the Parish that are protected by environmental designations: 

Designation  Sites 
Green Belt Land north of Ockley Road is classified as Green Belt. 
Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) 

Surrey Hills: covering the northern tip of the parish. 

Area of Great Landscape 
Value (AGLV) 

The parish beyond the AONB (apart from the land within about a 
kilometre of the centre of Ewhurst village) is located within the 
AGLV. 

Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) 

Smokejack Clay Pit: designated for depositional environments and 
faunas, its dark to light grey and brown clays with siderite 
concretions have yielded fossil insects, ostracods, molluscs, fish, 
articulated and disarticulated bones of reptiles, and numerous 
gastroliths. 
 
There is a local aspiration to designate the Smokejack Clay Pit and 
broader brickworks site as a Local Nature Reserve. 

Local Nature Reserve Sayers Croft was declared a Local Nature Reserve in 2003 under 
section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 
1949. 

Site of Nature Conservation 
Interest (SNCI) 

16 such sites fall either wholly or partially within Ewhurst parish. 
They represent some of the best opportunities to conserve habitats 
and species as well as important reference sites for monitoring 
change. 

Ancient woodland A significant amount of ancient woodland (123 parcels) falls either 
wholly or partially within the parish, including Somersbury Wood. 

Local Green Spaces 7 spaces are proposed for designation. 
Non-designated but important sites 
Conservation verges 
 

The Surrey Road Verge Habitat Action Plan - part of the Surrey 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) - states that nature-rich verges play 
a very important part as wildlife corridors for both fauna and flora. 
They should be retained and enhanced to encourage biodiversity in 
a way which best balances the competing interests of conservation 
and road safety.  
 
3 such verges have been identified in the parish, although other 
areas should be considered for this designation, e.g., Somersbury 
Lane, parts of Gadbridge Lane and Holmbury Road. 

Biodiversity Opportunity 
Areas (BOAs) 

4 BOAs are listed within the Parish: two in the Low Weald (LW02 
and LW03), Wealden Greensand (WG07) and River (R04). They are 
recognised as the most important areas for wildlife conservation in 
Surrey, where targeted conservation action will have the greatest 
benefit. The main aim within BOAs is to restore biodiversity at a 
landscape scale through the maintenance, restoration and creation 
of Priority habitats. 

Local features typical of 
Ewhurst 

This includes mature and veteran trees, ponds, streams, wildlife-
rich hedgerows and private gardens. 

Table 8.1: Designated and non-designated sites within the Ewhurst and Ellens Green  
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8.10. Each of these areas and features enable a wide range of species to thrive, including a variety of 
bats, butterflies, birds, snakes and amphibians; further information is available in the 
Biodiversity Report16. Despite this, decline in wildlife has been documented locally with a 
reduction in numbers of Great Crested Newts in the village pond and the reduction in swallows 
and lapwings from the middle part of the Parish etc. Part of this is down to the loss of habitat, 
for instance the felling and reduction of a great many mature trees that used to line the parish’s 
roads and hedges, replaced by close-board 6-foot fencing. Natural buffers are preferred. 
 

8.11. It is considered important to seek to not only safeguard but also enhance the green 
infrastructure assets of the Parish where possible. Figures 8.3 and 8.4 identify on a map the 
designated and non-designated features of the parish that provide the green stepping stones 
and, importantly, the unbroken green corridors within the area. It also identifies areas where 
improvements can be made to local habitats.  Development proposals are encouraged to 
facilitate improved connectivity between wildlife areas and green spaces that are used by the 
community. 

 
8.12. The NPPF promotes opportunities for post-development net gains in biodiversity. The emerging 

Environment Bill seeks to introduce a minimum increase in ‘biodiversity units’ of 10%, delivered 
either on-site or at a suitable alternative location17. It will also introduce the need for a 
management plan for those habitats for at least 30 years. Natural England has developed the 
Defra biodiversity metric as a way of measuring net gain by determining and quantifying existing 
biodiversity value, in terms of habitats, and the consequent measures required, as part of the 
development, to increase this. The metric is considered to be the most appropriate mechanism 
for determining current ecological value and delivering biodiversity net gain. Ecological 
assessment by suitably qualified people must utilise this metric on all habitats to determine net 
gain. Ecological reports must be consistent with BS 42020 Biodiversity – code of practice for 
planning and development. If significant harm resulting from a development cannot be avoided 
(for instance by locating to an alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, 
or, as a last resort, compensated for, then planning permission should be refused.  

 
8.13. Planning permission should also be refused for any development resulting in the loss or 

deterioration of irreplaceable habitats such as veteran trees and trees of a high conservation 
value, unless the need for - and benefits of - the development in that location clearly outweigh 
the loss. In this instance, substantial compensation, as quantified by the Defra biodiversity 
metric, will be considered. 

 

 
16 https://www.ewhurstellensgreen-
pc.gov.uk/uploads/1/1/5/2/115240781/ewhurst_civil_parish_biodiversity_report_.pdf   
17 For instance, an identified site within the Local Nature Recovery Network. 

https://www.ewhurstellensgreen-pc.gov.uk/uploads/1/1/5/2/115240781/ewhurst_civil_parish_biodiversity_report_.pdf
https://www.ewhurstellensgreen-pc.gov.uk/uploads/1/1/5/2/115240781/ewhurst_civil_parish_biodiversity_report_.pdf
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Figure 8.3: Local green infrastructure network  
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Figure 8.4: Local Green infrastructure network (inset)  
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POLICY EEG7: GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE AND DELIVERING BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN  
 
1. Proposals should be designed to create, conserve, enhance and manage green spaces and 

connect chains of green infrastructure, as identified on Figures 8.3 and 8.4, with the aim of 
delivering a measurable net environmental benefit18 for local people and wildlife. Proposals 
for development must be supported by a biodiversity appraisal, which must demonstrate 
how negative impacts would be minimised and biodiversity net gain achieved.  
 

2. The appraisal should demonstrate that where significant harm cannot be avoided, 
proposed development and other changes should adequately mitigate or, as a last resort, 
compensate for the harm. The appraisal must demonstrate a measurable biodiversity net 
gain of at least 10% by utilising the Defra biodiversity metric (or as amended). Where this 
is not demonstrated, permission for planning or for change should be refused.  

 
3. Measures to achieve biodiversity net gain, mitigation or compensation involving the 

creation of habitat and/or relocation of species, must be agreed by the Local Planning 
Authority and include sufficient funding to support at least 30 years of post-development 
habitat management or land use change19.  

 
4. Proposals that seek to improve the connectivity between wildlife areas and green spaces 

will be encouraged – in particular within the identified Biodiversity Opportunity Areas - in 
order to enhance the green infrastructure of the Neighbourhood area. Conversely, 
proposals which threaten to damage such connectivity will be strongly resisted.  
 

5. The planting of additional native species trees and/ or continuous hedgerows to provide 
wildlife corridors and to offset the effects of air pollution and to provide cooling and shelter 
for people as well as a habitat for wildlife will be supported. 

 
6. Proposals that enable the designation of the Smokejack Clay Pit and wider brickworks site 

as a Local Nature Reserve will be strongly supported.  
 

Conformity reference: NP Objective: 4; LPP1: NE1, NE2; LPP2: DM11; NPPF: 145, 170, 171, 172 
 
 

  

 
18 Net gain involves a post development increase in biodiversity units of at least 10% 
19 This is in accordance with the emerging Environment Bill. A suitable mechanism could be a covenant. 


